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[Ilustrated Police News, 27/10/1888]



The last person under 18 executed in the UK



The last person under 18 executed in the UK

A letter referencing the Whitechapel Murders



The last person under 18 executed in the UK

A letter referencing the Whitechapel Murders

Police mistakes?



The last person under 18 executed in the UK

A letter referencing the Whitechapel Murders

Police mistakes?

'One of the most extraordinary stories ever
unfolded in a court of justice’



'In all the history of crime, there
surely exists no case which will
qguite match the record which
comes from Tunbridge Wells'






'In all the history of crime, there
surely exists no case which will
qguite match the record which
comes from Tunbridge Wells'

[New Zealand Herald, 8/12/88]



[The Wonderful and Surprising History of Sweeney Todd, Robert L. Mack, 2008]
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NOTICE.
MEETINGS

TRATALGAR SOUARL

In consequence of the disorderly scenes which
have recently occurred in Trafalgar Sgquare, and

of the danger to the peace of the Metropolis from
meetings held there, and with a view to prevent
such disorderly proceedings, and to preserve the
poeaco [—

I, CHARLES WARREN, the Commissioner of Police of the
Motropolis, do hereby give Notice, with the sanction of the
Socretary of State, and the concurrence of the Commissioners
of Hor Majosty's Works and Public Bulldisgs, that wuntil
further intirmation, no Public Moeeotings will be allowed to
assemmble in Trafalgar Square, 2or will spoeches be allowed
to be delivered therein: and all weoll-disposed peorsons are
hereby cautioned and requested to abstain from joining or
attending any such Meoting or Assembiage: and Notice is
further givon that all necessary moasures will be adopted to
prevent any such Meoting or Assemblage, or the delivery of
any speoch, and effectually to presorve the Publio peace, and
Lo supproess any attempt at the disturbance thercvofl

This Neotice s ot Intended to intwfore with the wse by the Puabiic of
Trmafalpar Square for all ordizary jurpcecs, or to affect the Rogulations
issued by me with respect 1o Lood Moyor's Day.

B gl O-ice + CHARLES WARREN.
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‘WHITECHAPEL will, we hope, be up in Parliament
to-night. Mr. MATTHEWS will be forced, by Tory as
well as Liberal members, to say whether he stands
by Sir CHARLES WARREN, and whether it is with his
approval that Mr. MONRO was elbowed out of his
post, Whitechapel has avenged us for Trafalgar-
square, for Coercion in Ireland and in London, for a
score things which are rather more culpable than
the failure to take the Whitechapel murderer. (...)

WARREN and MATTHEWS then may go; but
Whitechapel will remain’.

[The Star, 12/11/88]
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VARNEY, THE VAMPYRE;

TIIE FEAST OF BLOOD

A BWomance.

CHAPFTER L

ce-—'¢ How Graves give up their dead.
Aod how the night air hideous grows
With shrieks !”

XIDNIGHT. — TUT HAIL-STORM. -— THE
PRUADIUL VISITOR.—TIIFE. VAMPYRE

Tur solemn tones of an cld cathzdeal
clock have announced midnight—the air is
thick and heavy—a strauge, death like
stillness pervades all nature. Like the
omincus calin which precedes soine niore
than usually terrific outbreak of the ele-
wents, they secm to have paused even in
their ordinary fluctvations, to gathcr a ter-
tific strength for the great effort. A faint
peal of thunder now comes frow far off
Like a signal gun for the bartle of the winds
to hegin, it appeared to awaken them (rom
their lethargy, and one awful, warring hyr-
ricane swept ever a whole aty, producing
more devastation in the four or five minutes
it lasted, thun would a half century of or.
dipary phenomena.

It was as il some glant huad blown apun
some toy town, and scattered many of the
Luildings before the hot blast of his terrifie




‘The solemn tones of an old cathedral clock have announced
midnight — the air is thick and heavy — strange, death-like
stiliness pervades all nature. Like the ominous calm which
precedes some more than usually terrific outbreak of the
elements, they seem to have paused even in their ordinary
fluctuations, to gather a terrific strength for their great effort.
A faint peal of thunder now comes from far off. Like a signal
gun for the battle of the winds to begin, it appeared to awake
them from their lethargy, and one awful, warring hurricane
swept over a whole city, producing more devastation in the
four or five minutes it lasted, than would half a century of
ordinary phenomena’.



‘The solemn tones of an old cathedral clock have announced
midnight — the air is thick and heavy — strange, death-like
stiliness pervades all nature. Like the ominous calm which
precedes some more than usually terrific outbreak of the
elements, they seem to have paused even in their ordinary
fluctuations, to gather a terrific strength for their great effort.
A faint peal of thunder now comes from far off. Like a signal
gun for the battle of the winds to begin, it appeared to awake
them from their lethargy, and one awful, warring hurricane
swept over a whole city, producing more devastation in the
four or five minutes it lasted, than would half a century of
ordinary phenomena’.

‘It was, in very truth, an awful night’.

[Varney the Vampire; or The Feast of Blood, 1847]



‘A shriek bursts from the lips of the young girl, and then,
with eyes fixed upon that window, which, in another
moment, is all darkness, and with such an expression of
terror upon her face as it had never before known, she

trembled, and the perspiration of intense fear stood upon
her brow.



‘A shriek bursts from the lips of the young girl, and then,
with eyes fixed upon that window, which, in another
moment, is all darkness, and with such an expression of
terror upon her face as it had never before known, she

trembled, and the perspiration of intense fear stood upon
her brow.

“What —what was it?”, she gasped, “real or a delusion? Oh
God, what was it? A figure, tall and gaunt, endeavouring
from the outside to unclasp the window. | saw it. That

flash of lightning revealed it to me. It stood the whole
length of the window!”

[Varney the Vampire; or The Feast of Blood, 1847]



Who was Varney’s Maker?, Jan Czekalksi









" Dr. ilillier, honse-surgeon &t the Hospital, said
Liawrence was perfectly able to move, and sit up, and,
in fact, rather resisted the efforts Lo get him in bed, bat
one conld not sny he was conseicus,  He took no notice
of questions. Ile was, in fact, in a semi-comatose con-
dition.  Ou the pwet-nortein exawination he found the
bullet embedded in the bone which projected from the
centre of the brain,and hie identified the bullet produced,
wlhich looked a very swall und harmless bit of Tead to
have cansed so much mischief, as the one that crused

thg mAan's d«rall'\. ‘

[The Bury and Norwich Post, 31/7/88]
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Workers stumble on 8ft cannabis plants growing
on Norfolk Broads

13:24 23 August 2013 Dan Grimmer
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Pc David Mills (left) and Pc Paul Bassham (right), with the cannabis plants found at Postwick. Photo:
Norfolk Constabulary.

[Eastern Daily Press]
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[The (Kent and Sussex)
Courier, 27/7/88]







Sir —

Two months having now passed, | venture to ask you to be kind enough to allow me a
small space in your valuable paper for a few facts concerning the death of the late Mr.
Lawrence. In the first place | beg to state that the evidence given at the inquest and
afterwards has been utterly false, with the exception of the two lads in the timber [yard]. |
beg to correct the wrong statement that Mrs. Lawrence gave, for |, the murderer, did not
summose [sic] him from his house at all, as it was outside the backdoor when | first spoke
to him, or my intension was to have shot him on the spot. Lawrence was very talkative
when he was out of doors, little thinking of the death he had so shortly got to die. The
last words he spoke when in my company was when he caught sight of the pistol sticking
out of my pocket. He said “What do you carry them there sort of things around with you
for?’. My answer was ‘To shoot down dogs and curs like you’. (What, would you shoot a
-.) Bang! and once more Tunbridge Wells was startled by another mistery [sic] which is
never likely to be found out.

(....)

| remain, yours truly,

Another Whitechapel Murderer.

[Letter to Tunbridge Wells Advertiser, delivered 27/9/88]






“l am a captain in the Salvation Army, and know the two prisoners,
who previous to their arrest were in the habit of attending the
Salvation Army meetings. On Thursday, Oct(ober) 11, we had a
meeting. (...)

At the conclusion of the address there was a prayer meeting, and |
invited any present who were willing to give themselves up to God
to come forward to the table. None in the meeting accepted the
invitation except the two prisoners.

The usual method is for the penitents...to pray that they might be
guided by the Spirit of God to give up everything that was wrong...
Gower seemed to have difficulty. He had been at the table for an
hour, and did not seem to be thoroughly saved. As to Dobell, he
seemed more penitent. At the finish they both prayed aloud.” (...)



Rl( ISIR \fl()\ l)l\“{l( r TONBRIDGE
1870 it in the Sub-distrct of Tonbridge inwe County of Kent
Columns 1 5 6
When and ame Se and sumame AINC | SUMam) Upatsc igoature, descripl nd Whe: gnature o Name entered
where borm of father masden surname futhe esidence of indc t registered registons after registration
of mothe:

—TT T "\:Z’."ﬁ"

/-| o
e
7% i

i " ‘4‘1‘.1
3 s g«;«— Asanns 1870




REGISTRATION DISTRICT CRANBROOK UNION
1871 BiRTH in the Sub-district of Cranbrook County of Kent

in the

Columns 1 2 3 4 5 6 Y 0
No When and Name, if any Sex  Name and surname Name, surname and Occupation Signature, description and When Signature of Name entered
where born of father maiden surname of father residence of informant registered registrar alter registration

of mother

y: K, Vi g
i i R A




“I am a captain in the Salvation Army, and know the two prisoners,
who previous to their arrest were in the habit of attending the
Salvation Army meetings. On Thursday, Oct(ober) 11, we had a
meeting. (...)

At the conclusion of the address there was a prayer meeting, and |
invited any present who were willing to give themselves up to God to
come forward to the table. None in the meeting accepted the
invitation except the two prisoners.

The usual method is for the penitents...to pray that they might be
guided by the Spirit of God to give up everything that was wrong...
Gower seemed to have difficulty. He had been at the table for an
hour, and did not seem to be thoroughly saved. As to Dobell, he
seemed more penitent. At the finish they both prayed aloud.” {...)

“There has been nothing bad done in Tunbridge Wells but that me
and my mate have been at the bottom of. We have been two bad
characters. We were at the bottom of the...murder of July 20",

[New Zealand Herald, 2/2/89]



‘l added “Are you sorry for
what you have done?”. He
answered “Well sometimes;
but sometimes we feel that if
we were to rise again we
would do it again” (...)

New Zealand Herald, 2/2/89



My dear mate,

The Holy Ghost entered your heart last night. God only
knows | wish it had mine.

There seems to be something | could not give up.

| went to the Captain this morning and confessed all to
him.

He wants to see us both to-night, so please come down to
my home at six o’clock instead of 5.30 —

YOURS, MATE.

[Letter from William Gower to Charles Dobell, written 11/10/88]



‘About four o’clock on the afternoon of the same day |
accompanied Superintendent Embery to the Baltic Sawmiills. |
waited outside while Mr Embery went in and brought out
Gower. | shook hands with him, and he said “Well captain, |
thought you may have waited until to-night”. | replied “I
have my orders to obey.” (...)

| walked with him to the police station. On the way he said

“Well captain, what would you advise me to do?”. “Out with
it”, | answered. “It will be the better for you”.

[New Zealand Herald, 2/2/89]



Police-Constable Willinmm Bennett, Tuan-
bridge Wells, described tho arrest of Dobell
on the instructionas of Superintendent Em-
bery. It tock place in his mother’s house.
Bennett sta : When I told him the
charge he said, *¢ All right, I will come.”
I eautioned him that anything he might say
could be usced against him. n the way to
the lice station he said, “*I do not know
anything about tho murder; I am quite
innocent of it.”” A little way farther on
ho said, *“ Wheore’s my mate? he at the
police station ?’ *“ Who do m mean by

our mate ?” I inquired. ““ W m Gowor,”

o snid. I told him thant Gower was at tho
police station. When we got there, while
we were sitting together in the mustor-
room, he, without anything being =aid on
my pert, remarked, ** Therc is only one
thing I don’t like, and that is the evidenco

iven by Mrs., Lawrence at the inquest.

he says that I called her husband out, but
that is wrong. Ho was already outside
when X got thore. 1 intended to shoot him
on t.{ne ispo:,h bubt thought AI heard somo
poople in o good many
peoplo wondered wh ﬁwronee was found
on the timber side of the road, but I coaxed
him across, telling him that he would sco
Mr. Potter coming down the road better.”
Supcrintendent Embery said to him, while
he was sitting by me, ‘“I am told that you
and Gower toessod up to sec which should
shoot Laurenco, and Gower says that you
fired tho shot.” Dobell anaswcrod ** Yes,”

and then he added, voluntarily, ‘* You are
right ; you have got the murdecer.”

[New Zealand Herald, 2/2/89]



Confessing to a Salvation Army Officer

At the Maidstone Assizes on December 16, before Mr
Justice Matthew, the trial was commenced of two young
men, named William Gower, 18, moulder, and Charles
Joseph Dobell, 19, plumber. (...)

The two lads sat in the dock quietly and composedly
while the evidence was given against them, nor did
Gower exhibit any emotion even when his mother and
sister appeared in the witness box at the close of the
day and gave testimony on his behalf. They are in
appearance respectable young artisans, dressed as
becomes their station is life, in workaday clothes.

[New Zealand Herald, 2/2/89]



[The (Kent and Sussex) Courier, 19/10/88]



The next inocident was om
11th, whes Dobell talking to a fellow Wwor
about the Whitechapsel murders said I too
ahot a man,” The other man howevsr
off as a joke, The two men appe to
joined the Salvation Army, and were
the meeting on Oot. 11th, when the officer ‘
appeal whioh was part cf the servioe for psople to
come up $o the penitent form and ocogfess
their sins to God, What effect that setvios
had oo the men that night' be did | not
know, but the next mornin& Gower an
imterview with the Captainiof the Salvation

[The (Kent and Sussex) Courier, 14/12/88






‘For the defence Mr Richard called:

Mary Ann Gower, who said: “The prisoner Gower is my son. | recollect the night of
July 20. | went to bed about ten. My son was not in, and my daughter Annie sat up for
him. | heard him come in about five minutes after | had got into bed. | heard him go
upstairs. When | heard of the murder next day | said to my daughter “Thank God,
mine were all indoors last night”.

Cross examined: She said she did not know her son had a pistol. Knew he was a close
companion of Dobell. There was nothing to fix July 20 in her mind expect the remark
she made to her daughter the day after the murder. The letter found at Dobell’s was
like her son’s handwriting.

Annie Gower said, “l am a dressmaker and a sister of the prisoner Gower. | remember
July 20. My mother went to bed that night a few minutes before ten, and my brother

came in a few minutes after. He was certainly in before a quarter-past ten”.

The court then adjourned.

[New Zealand Herald, 2/2/89]



[The (Kent and Sussex) Courier, 27/12/88]




‘From William Gower, Her Majesty’s Prison, Maidstone, to Captain Cottrill
[sic], Salvation Army Barracks, Tunbridge Wells, October 17, 1888.

“Dear Captain Cottrill and friends of the Salvation Army — I am now in my
cell waiting my trial. | cannot say that | am unhappy, because | know that
Jesus is with me. (...)

Both me and my mate had a very happy journey. We kept our spirits up,
and did not get downhearted in the least. No sooner did we get in the
cells than we began to whistle praises to God for preserving us thus far.
But we soon got stopped. Never mind. We can praise Him all the same.

(-..)

| see by the rules that | may be visited by not more than two person on one
day in the week for a quarter of an hour at a time, under such regulations
as may be made. Please come and see me if you can.

Give my love to all — I remain, yours truly, the happy gaol bird, William
Gower.’ [New Zealand Herald, 2/2/89]



[The (Kent and
Sussex) Courier,
2/1/89]




EXECUTION of the TUNBRIDGE
IWELLS MURDERERS.

Wi Gowsx, aged 18, a moulder, and
Charles Joseph Dobetl, 19, o plumber, were

hanged at Maidstone gaol, on Decomber 30,
for the murder of Bonsley Cyrus Lawrence.

[We gave, n wook or two ngo, 8 detailed
statoment of tho circumstances of the
murder, and how it was found ont by the
confession of Dobell to a Salvation Army
captain.] On the day preceding the execu-
tion both convicts spent the greater part of
tho day in writing to their friends, after
they had been told thers was no hope of a
reprieve. They retired torest ab 11 o'clock,
and appeared to sleop well. ‘They rose at
six next morning and brenkfasted. The
chaplain, the Rev. \V. Packson, who had
been unremitting in his attentions, was
with them enrly, and both prisoners pray
forvently. Both men walked tirmly to the
scaffold, and there was not the slightost
appearance of halting of cither. Gower
first took his place on the drop, nnd both
calmly adjusted their feot to the chalk
mark prepared by tho cxccutioncr. The
chaplain repeated the last words of the
solemn service while Berry udjusted the
white caps.  As soon ns tho bolt was drawn
the drop fell, and death waa instantancous,
thers being, however, a slight quivering of
the ropo to which Dobell was attached.
'Phose present who had attended many
previous executions declorod that  the
never saw anyone moot their fate with
more calmness,
[New Zealand Herald, 16/2/89]



‘Berry...is a very pleasant, middle-aged man, having a
family of six children, and carrying on business in his

native town.

He arranged with Mr Brown, eating-house keeper, of
Beech-street, to send his meals in the prison, and he
stipulated that his breakfast, which includes fried soles,
should be sent after the execution so that he could
partake of the meal between discharging his duty and
cutting down the bodies at nine o’clock, preparatory for
the inquest by Mr. T. Buss’

[The (Kent and Sussex) Courier, 2/1/89]



AN APPEAL FOE MARIA LAWRENCE.

—

At the nest of onme or two gentlemen we
have decided to throw open our columnps to an
appeal! on behalf of the widow of BEensley

yrus Lawrence, who was fonlly murdered in
the Baltic Timber Yard on Friday, July 20th,
1SS8. Now that the last act in the dreadfal
tragedy has been reached and the demands of
justioe have been mtiafied, we feel that an
opportune time has arrived when an may
be made om bebalf of Mrs Maria ~
whoese claims on the large -hearted sympathy

con‘bt
present

the whole town in the distresa thus

upon her have been, we fear, up to the
to some extent, overlooked except for the private
bhelp of a few benevolent persons. In announciog
that “MOJ““. will be &‘Mly ved at the
Courser ce, Grove Hill-road, and that all
amounts, whether large or small, will be dualy
acknowledged in the columns of the Cowrier
duari the limited time that the subscription
list 1l be kept © s we feel that the appeal
which we bave undertaken to make, is one that
will not lack s share of that Christian liberality
which is always extenaed to every deserving
work in Tanbridge Wells. In making our-
selves the medium through which subscriptions

will be lt:ooived;bwo fet:‘l‘:h.t few cases have

larger claim on the ic sympathy thsn th.t
of Maria L.mn: whc’» has 'l'!e‘n crauelly
bereft of the breadwinner, an inoffensive, steady,
and industrious laboaring man whose sole offence
appears to have bees his fidelity to his masters’
intereat. Those with whom we are sssociated in
this appeal earnestly trust that a substactial
sum may be raised, and suggestions as to its dis-
posal will be seriously considered. It is pro-
to keep the list open for three weeks, and
Mﬁrzozm that many will take the
opportunity shewing their sympathy, even
the smallest subscriptions. e bave greas
are in ansounciog the following,
the firet nDamed belog from geoticmen who
have very kindly interested themselves in

promoting this matter : —

o-‘

[The (Kent and
Sussex) Courier,
4/1/89]



and Sussex)

[The (Kent
Courier,

11/10/89]
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CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF DEATH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number 6927911-5

REGISTRATION DISTRICT TONBRIDGE
1932 DEATH in the Sub-district of Tunbridge Wells in the County of Kent
Columns:— 1 2 3 - 5 6 7 8 9
No. When and Name and surname Sex Age Occupation Cause of death Signature, description and When Signature of
where died residence of informant registered registrar

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Deaths in the District above mentioned.

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the 11th day of November 2015

DYD 9 4 5 0 3 7 See note overleaf

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ©CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

7284633 84108 04/14 3MTSSD 035202
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CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Deaths in the District above mentioned.
!

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the 11th day of

DYD 345037
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CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFI(
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ©CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

7284633 84108 04/14 3MTSSD 035202

N






CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF DEATH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE

Application Number 6927911-3

REGISTRATION DISTRICT

MAIDSTONE
1889

DEATH in the Sub-district of @St Maidstone

inthe County of Kent
Columns:~ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
No. When and Name and surname Sex Age Occupation Cause of death Signature, description and When Signature of
where died residence of informant registered registrar
T e 2O T S SR
(00 / s

CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Deaths in the District above mentioned.

Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office. the 1th day of November 2015

DYD 344952

See note overleaf

CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE ©CROWN COPYRIGHT

WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY.

7284633 84108 04/14 3MTSSD 035202




‘One naturally expects a hard indifference from an old criminal, but it saddens me
to see it in the young, and yet two of the youngest men - or, rather, boys — that |
have executed were callous to the last degree. They were Charles Dobell (aged 17)
and William Gower (18) (...)

They seem to have conducted themselves with a sort of bravado which, if genuine,
would have done credit to a patriot or martyr sacrificing for country or for faith, or
to one of their backwoods heroes (...)

After they were sentenced they paid careful attention to the Chaplain's words, but
they showed no sign of emotion, and it was said that 'it was doubtful whether at
any time they fully realised the serious nature of their position'. They walked to
the scaffold in defiant manner, more upright than was their wont, and neither of
them looked or spoke to the other. There was no farewell, no word of repentance
or regret, merely a brief supplication to God to receive them'.

[My Experiences as an Executioner, James Berry, 1892]
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